540                        A DRAWN BATTLE,

task unless to a veteran general with veteran troops,'9
Livy, and the Carthaginian lines were pretty well holding
their own, as fresh detachments were hurried up to fill the
gaps. Hannibal was busily occupied in restoring order and
with considerable success, when the Roman detachment,
which had been sent round back of the hills, debouched with
its war-cry on the Carthaginian left flank. Hannibal's men
were at once seized with fear lest they should be cut off from
camp, and made a speedy and confused retreat to its protec-
tion. Nero pushed his cavalry upon their rear. Had not the
camp been near at hand a second Cannae might have occurred,
claims the Roman historian. The retreat was not without
eight thousand killed, seven hundred captured, and the loss
of nine ensigns and six elephants. The consul limited his
casualties to five hundred men, Romans and allies. The
event proved the result of this so-called victory to be more
like that of a drawn battle.

These lost battles of Hannibal's, if we were to give them
entire credit, would as fully show the wretched material he
now had in his ranks as they would prove the great advance
in steadiness of the Roman troops. The evidence of Livy,
who makes constant efforts to rehabilitate the Roman repu-
tation for fighting, is clearly to the effect that it was the pooik
quality of Hannibal's army to which so frequent defeat was
due. This in no wise robs Nero of the full credit of con-
ducting a brilliant stratagem under the eyes of the very
father of stratagem. While we cannot accord to Nero a
victory on this field, it is nevertheless true that Marcellus
and he were the fighting men of Rome as Fabius was the
originator of its better policy* Nero in some respects stands
at the head of all the Roman generals of the Second Punic
War, though the Romans had a habit of calling Marcellus
their sword and Fabius their buckler. as  As in a number of cases, so here the location of the battle*It was a far greater risk than to face the Koman fleet in
